Christmas & Winter Newsletter 2010/11

Happy Christmas and a
Happy New Year
from everyone at Socelex!
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A Brief History of Socelex
Maria Hennessy loved animals and
as a child, dreamt of running away
to join a circus. After Maria found a
job at a circus, her dream soon
became a nightmare as she
discovered that the elephants were
being grossly mistreated.
After leaving the circus, Maria
hitchhiked to Nepal & India with her
son Shane to monitor the treatment of elephants and then to Japan to
tend sick circus elephants before hiring a Jumbo jet to fly them to a
safari park in Argentina. In Afghanistan, she persuaded army guards to
let her into a compound to help an injured elephant. It was thus that
Maria founded Socelex (the Society Against Elephant Exploitation).
Maria found that other animals needed her help and Socelex
expanded to include any animal that needed care. Maria learnt a great
deal about animal medicine and nursed many of the animals herself
but Maria had cancer and sadly died in August 1996. Her brother John
and son Shane, together with a small team of helpers were left to carry
on her work.
In 1996, Diane Allen visited Socelex through her voluntary work with
the Cat Protection League and fell in love the
place. She had many years experience
fund-raising for the cats and turned her skills to
help the Socelex animals.
Diane helped out with the daily duties involved
in running an animal sanctuary as well as
producing the newsletters. Latterly, her mobility
was impaired with osteoarthritis but she carried
on working.
Diane was diagnosed with cancer in 2006. She
tried to help out where she could but the
hospital visits and chemotherapy made this
increasingly harder. Diane died on May 16th
2007. Maria & Diane are greatly missed at
Socelex, their good works have helped many
animals and that work continues in their
memory today.
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We at Socelex would like to apologise for not being able to send out
a Spring/Summer newsletter this year. This was due to reasons
beyond our control and pressure at work at the sanctuary.
Our top priority is looking after the animals, so we hope you
understand.

Patch
Patch is a lovely little 2 year old dog we were able to find a good home
for in the summer. His new family are over the moon with him and we
were delighted to receive a letter from them telling us how Patch was
getting on.
They told us that he’s
settled down really
well.
Although he
likes to do his own
thing on the lead at
the
moment, with a
little bit of training,
he’ll turn in to a very
well-behaved
dog.
He loves playing with
a ball in the garden
and he’s even got a
little friend to play
with next door. Patch
has certainly fallen on
his feet in his new
home.
Here’s a photo of
Patch,
taking
instruction from his
mater’s voice, I hope!
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Jake
Jake the rabbit turned up at the sanctuary 10 o’clock one evening, he
was found by some people who’d been on a day out and they brought
him to us. They’d found him in a pretty bad way, probably malnutrition
through lack of food.
We took him in to feed him and give him a nice, warm bed. The next
morning, he wouldn’t take any milk at all, probably due to suffering a bit
of shock. We persevered with the feeding by giving him milk through a
syringe and he seemed to perk up very quickly.
We think he was a bit over two weeks old when he first arrived at the
sanctuary. With our care, he started to thrive, he seems to get bigger
with every feed we give him! The next job will be to wean him on to
solids.
Jake is about 6 months old now and at least 10 times as big as when
we first took him in. Hopefully, he will be ready to be released in the not
too distant future. We’ll miss his company but will be happy to have
been a help to him.
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New Fence for the Sanctuary
At Socelex, we’ve spent the summer re-fencing the sanctuary for the
safety and security of the animals. It’s been a lot of hard work but it will
be good for years. It’s galvanised so will not need painting at all which
will save time over the years to come. As well as the fence, we have
new gates, which provides us with better access when needed. You
can see the before and after photos below:
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The Two Henry’s (From one of Socelex’s Friends)
We moved to Abertillery in 1989 and visited Socelex. I couldn’t resist
adopting a called Henry. He had suffered a serious accident and was
recovering with a broken pelvis. We spent thirteen wonderful years with
him, we never knew his exact age. He was a lovely cat, loved by everybody and is sadly missed.
We had to have another cat so we went back to John at Socelex and
chose another kitten. He looked so much like Henry that we gave him
the same name. He’s eight years old and is also very special.
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Date: _________________

Membership No.: ______________

Checklist / Membership / Donation Form
Name:

________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Post Code:

______________

Tel. No.: ___________________

Please tick in box or underline as appropriate:
I want to collect 1 tin / or more of pet food a week and have it collected /
can deliver approximately every 3 months
(Please include your phone number)
Please send me information about legacies
Membership @ £5 per year
Donation
If sending a cheque, please make it out to ‘Socelex’ and quote your membership
number on the back. Thank you.
Please return to:
Socelex Animal Sanctuary
Temple Cloud Farm
Crumlin
Gwent NP11 3BD
Telephone No.: 01495 211 401
———————————————————————————————-Office Use:
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Your Stories
We would love to hear from any Socelex supporters who have taken in
any animals from the sanctuary over the years. It would be great if we
could include your animal update stories in future newsletters.
The address for your stories is on the enclosed checklist, or you could
e-mail them to: Socelex@googlemail.com

At Socelex, the work goes on. We are looking forward to
Christmas and the New Year.
Best wishes to all supporters and friends from all at Socelex.
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